PART III
APPENDICES

APPEXDIX I
RESEARCH IN EDUCATION^ AIMS AND METHODS1

1.   THE GENERAL METHOD OF RESEARCH

The modern associations of the word 'research' are essentially
scientific. The research worker in a given field must scrupulously
obey certain well-recognized rules of procedure if he wishes to gain
lasting approval for his conclusions. He must, for example, make a
disinterested collection of the observations and the facts relevant to
the inquiry he has undertaken; he must show common sense in
classifying them, and submit them, or be prepared to submit them,
to statistical treatment; and he must present his interpretation of
their general significance as naturally and logically arising out of
them. Moreover, he must be able to show that he has checked and
confirmed his conclusions by reference to as many random samples
of fresh observations or facts as he has been able to marshal for the
purpose.

2.   THE AIMS OF RESEARCH IN EDUCATION

In the field of education the research worker, equipped as he must
be with a thorough training in both theoretical and experimental
psychology, will endeavour to do three things for us:

(a)  he will aim at providing us with outline charts of normal

development in various directions in the intellectual, social,
and aesthetic spheres by specifying the natural stages of
growth particular to each, and the order in which these
must be passed through if mental development is to be
vigorous and healthy;

(b)  he will succeed in working out reliable standards of achieve-

ment in the acquisition of various forms of skill, so that we
may be able to gauge with some approach to accuracy by
how much the performance of any child in any direction
exceeds or falls short of the average; and

(c)   he will help us to discover methods of learning and of teaching

which are most likely to be effective for given purposes.

1 The material of this Appendix originally formed part of the third Tibbey Memo-
rial Lecture. It was given at University College, London, on January 6,1939, under the
auspices of the National Association of Head Teachers, and was designed as a tribute to
the memory of Thomas George Tibbey^ a far-sighted and keen-minded headmaster
who did much to further the cause of educational research among his colleagues.
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